December 15, 1976 


Dear Harold: 

Thanks for yoiir letter of the 5th, just received. The holiday crunch 
is really causing the post office fits if it takes this long for a 
letter to come from Marylsind to New Jersey. Even the pony express 
must have been faster. V/hatever. 

As I read your letter, you want me to contact Bennett at Hagoth and 
make arrangements to collect the $10,000 reward for proving McDonald 
to be a fraud. How do I prove it? I've read the book and have my own 
suppositions about it all, reinforced by Richard Sprague's comment 
in the November Truth about#jjhe original manuscript's contents versus 
what was actually published. Now Sprague would certainly have greater 
details cotildn't he make the claim for the money? 

I would think that in order for anybody to make a claim for the loot, 
solid evidence has got to be in that person's possession — xinchalleng- 
able stuff ... especially since Bennett is so convinced McDonald is 
telling the truth, having checked him out with pse, etc. 

You say "Sprague knows, says too little." If he's got the story, why 
doesn't he make it public. You say three” versions of the manuscript 
were around. Do you have all three? Specifically how are they different 
in addition to what you say in your letter? How does one prove the 
three manuscripts were actually done by McDonald or his writer? Are they 
all typed on the same machine? In other words, what's to prevent McD 
from saying the versions you saw were frauds sind he never wrote auiy of 
the things in them? 

Do you really see a chance to collecting the money? How strong a case 
can be made for the book being a fake? McD has all those credentials 
reproduced in the back of the book, testifying to his character and 
worth. A lot of people seem to believe that anybody with that kind of 
pedigree must know what he's talking about, including Bennett. 

Where does one start disproving it all? Conveniently, McD's characters 
are dead or unlocatable and therefore they cain't refute what he says. 

How do we do it, especially if he cem pass a lie detector and pse test? 



** and what you've told me in previous letters. 


